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Tte Seal of W O%p%@

THE WORD 'SEAL' IS USED IN THE SCRIPTURES IN VARIOUS SENSES, EVEN AS IN COMMON LIFE. THE DEFINITION GIVEN BY
WEBSTER, THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE, IS AS FOLLOWS: "THAT WHICH CONFIRMS, RATIFIES, OR MAKES STABLE;
ASSURANCE; THAT WHICH AUTHENTICATES; THAT WHICH SECURES, MAKES RELIABLE, OR STABLE." THE TERMS "MARK"
AND "SIGN," ALSO GIVEN BY HIM, ARE USED IN THE SCRIPTURES AS SYNONYMOUS WITH SEAL, AS IN ROMANS 4:11.

IN THE COVENANT WITH NOAH IT IS USED IN THE SENSE OF ASSURANCE, OR EVIDENCE OF STABILITY. THE BOW IN THE
CLOUD WAS GIVEN AS A SIGN OR TOKEN THAT GOD WOULD NOT AGAIN DESTROY THE EARTH BY A FLOOD. GENESIS 9:13.
IN THE COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM, CIRCUMCISION WAS THE TOKEN OR SIGN. THIS RATIFIED, OR MADE SURE; FOR THEY
WHO HAD NOT THIS TOKEN WERE CUT OFF. GENESIS 17:11, 14. THISSIGN OR TOKEN WAS AN INSTITUTION, ARITE. GESENIUS
GIVES "A MEMORIAL" AS ONE DEFINITION OF THE WORD FOUND IN THE ORIGINAL OF THESE TEXTS. BUT A
MEMORIAL, INTHE SENSE OF AREMINDER, OR A REMEMBRANCER, ISATOKEN OR SIGN.

IN EXODUS 31:17 AND EZEKIEL 20:12, 20, THE SABBATH OF THE LORD IS CALLED A SIGN. ITIS A MEMORIAL OF THE
CREATOR'S WORK, AND SO A SIGN OF HIS POWER AND GODHEAD. ROMANS 1:20. THIS IS ALSO AN INSTITUTION AS WAS
CIRCUMCISION; BUT THERE WAS THIS DISTINCTION: CIRCUMCISION WAS A SIGN IN THE FLESH, WHILE THE SABBATH WAS
A SIGN IN THE MIND. "HALLOW MY SABBATHS; AND THEY SHALL BE A SIGN BETWEEN ME AND YOU, THAT YE MAY KNOW THAT |
AM THE LORD YOUR GOD" EZEKIEL 20:20.

IN EZEKIEL 9:4 THE WORD USED IN THE ORIGINAL IS TRANSLATED MARK. GESENIUS SAYS, "A MARK, SIGN." THE
SEPTUAGINT GIVES THE SAME WORD IN THIS TEXT THAT IS GIVEN IN THE GREEK OF ROMANS 4:11, RENDERED "SIGN." THUS
THE WORDS TOKEN, SIGN, MARK, AND SEAL ARE APPLIED TO THE SAME THINGS, OR USED AS OF LIKE SIGNIFICATION, IN THE
SCRIPTURES.

IN EZEKIEL 9:4 AND REVELATION 7:2,3, THE MARK OR SIGN IS SAID TO  BE PLACED IN THE FOREHEADS OF THE
SERVANTS OF GOD. BOTH THESE SCRIPTURES REFER TO A TIME WHEN UTTER DESTRUCTION IS COMING ON THE UNGODLY. THE
SEAL IS PLACED UPON GOD'S PEOPLE AS A SAFEGUARD TO PRESERVE THEM FROM THE EVIL IMPENDING. BUT "THE
FOREHEAD" IS EVIDENTLY USED AS A FIGURE, TO DENOTE THE INTELLECT OR MIND, AS "THE HEART" IS USED TO DENOTE
THE DISPOSITION OR AFFECTIONS. TO MARK OR SEALIN THE FOREHEAD IS THE SAME ASTO "WRITE IN THE MIND." HEBREWS
10:16.

THE SABBATH IS THE SIGN OF GOD; IT IS THE SEAL OF HIS LAW. ISAIAH 8:16. IT IS THE TOKEN OF HIS AUTHORITY AND
POWER. IT IS A SIGN WHEREBY WE MAY KNOW THAT HE IS GOD, AND THEREFORE IT IS APPROPRIATELY SAID TO BE PLACED
IN THE FOREHEAD. THE WORSHIPERS OF THE BEAST (REVELATION 13) ARE SAID TO RECEIVE HIS MARK IN THEIR FOREHEADS OR
IN THEIR HANDS. AS THE FOREHEAD REPRESENTS THE INTELLECT, THE HAND REPRESENTS POWER, AS PSALM 89:48, "SHALL HE
DELIVER HIS SOUL FROM THE HAND OF THE GRAVE?" COMPULSORY WORSHIP IS NOT ACCEPTABLE TO GOD; HIS SERVANTS
ARE SEALED ONLY IN THEIR FOREHEADS. BUT IT IS ACCEPTABLE TO WICKED POWERS; IT HAS ALWAYS BEEN CRAVED BY THE
ROMISH HIERARCHY. SEE NOTE 8 FOR PROOF ON THE NATURE OF THIS MARK. THE SIGN OR SEAL OF GOD IS HIS SABBATH, AND
THE SEAL OR MARK OF THE BEAST IS IN DIRECT OPPOSITIONTOIT; ITIS A COUNTERFEIT SABBATH ON THE "DAY OF THE SUN."
IN THE MESSAGE OF THE THIRD ANGEL (REVELATION 14:9-12) THEY WHO DO NOT RECEIVE THE MARK OF THE BEAST KEEP
THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND THE SABBATH IS IN THE FOURTH PRECEPT; THEY KEEP THE SABBATH OF THE LORD;
THEY HAVE HIS SIGN OR SEAL. THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS SIGN IS SHOWN IN THIS, THAT THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT IS
THE ONLY ONE IN THE LAW WHICH DISTINGUISHES THE CREATOR FROM FALSE GODS. COMPARE JEREMIAH 10:10-12; ACTS
17:23, 24; REVELATION 14:6, 7; ETC. AND IT IS THAT PART OF HIS LAW FOR KEEPING WHICH HIS PEOPLE WILL SUFFER
PERSECUTION. BUT WHEN THE WRATH OF GOD COMES UPON THE PERSECUTORS WHO ARE FOUND ENFORCING THE SIGN OR
MARK OF THE BEAST, THEN THEY WILL REALIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SABBATH,--THE SEAL OF THE LIVING GOD. THEY
WHO TURN AWAY FROM THAT WHICH THE LORD SPOKE WHEN HIS VOICE SHOOK THE EARTH, WILL CONFESS THEIR FATAL
ERROR WHEN HIS VOICE SHALL SHAKE THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH. HEBREWS 12:25, 26: JOEL 3:9-16, AND OTHERS. SEE
(God'sPeople Delivered, paragraphs 11-12) ALSO PAGE 457 OF THISBOOK.
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